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A Study on ROK’s Mediation Role in the New
Development of DPRK-US Relations
—Take the Moon Jae-in Administration’s
Mediation in Its Early Years as an Example

LI Jiacheng and ZHANG Yiliang

Abstract Mediation is an ancient topic. Although mediation is very common,
there is still room for further improvement in the theoretical study of mediation.
Through empirical research, scholars such as Jacob Bercovitch and Qi Haixia have
summarized the factors affecting the effectiveness of mediation, classified mediation
strategies, explored the nature of caucusing models and joint models of mediation,
and built contingency models of mediation. Although ROK’s mediation faces some
difficulties, it has an obvious effect on the development of DPRK-US relations,
especially in the revival of the first Kim-Trump Summit. ROK even calls itself “the
peninsula pilot”. ROK’s mediation has three positive functions, such as serving as
a messenger between the DPRK and the US. Meanwhile, there are two limitations
for ROK’s mediation, namely, less leeway and inability to control the final decision.
ROK is not the decisive factor influencing the mediation between the DPRK and
the US and cannot do anything beyond the scope of its own mediation. Therefore,
ROK needs to see its status and role realistically, and it is necessary for ROK to
fully cooperate with major regional powers and follow the mediation path of “firstly
caucusing and then joint” to form the resultant force of mediation, which leads to the
success of mediation between DPRK and the US.

Keywords mediation; ROK; the Moon Jae-in administration; DPRK-US
relations; the Korean peninsula issue
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