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Research on the Hedging of Vietnam’s Strategy
towards China from Vietnam’s Propaganda on the
South China Sea Disputes

YANG Yang

Abstract As the changes in the situation of East Asia and strength comparison
of major countries, Vietnam has been keeping on political and economical
cooperation with China while continually advancing the security collaboration with
countries like the US with an eye on balancing China. By research on Vietnam’s
propaganda on the South China Sea disputes in 2019 and 2020, it can be judged that
Vietnam’s strategy towards China is hedging geopolitical risk. Vietnam has a strong
but not extreme sense of risk, and its strategy mainly includes indirect balancing
and comprehensive betting. This strategy has hindered the development of Sino-
Vietnamese relations, but it is also restricted by the bilateral cooperation mechanism
between the two countries. Besides, it is basically consistent with the proposition of
multilateralism reflected in the ASEAN Indo-Pacific Outlook, and to some extent
useful to strengthen the centrality of the ASEAN community and the stability of
Southeast Asia.

Keywords Vietnam; the South China Sea; propaganda; hedging

Author YANG Yang, associate professor of Guangxi University for
Nationalities, researcher of College of ASEAN Studies.

-120 -



