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Analysis of Vietnam’s Foreign Strategy and
Policy Direction in the Context of the Great
Change

GU Qiang and HUANG Jian

Abstract In the context of the Great Change, the proper handling of China-
Vietnam relations has become an important task for China’s diplomacy. Therefore, it
is of special significance to study and explore Vietnam’s foreign strategy and policy
direction, especially its policy toward China, in the context of the Great Change.
The Great Change, unprecedented in a century, has presented many features in
terms of economy, science and technology, international pattern and development
model. Vietnam believes that the Great Change has brought positive and negative
impacts. On the one hand, it has brought Vietnam a great historical opportunity,
which can be described as a “once-in-a-millennium opportunity”. On the other hand,
it has also brought many challenges to Vietnam, mainly the compression of choice
space, the challenge by reorganization of order and the uncertainty caused by the
Great Change. In the context of the Great Transformation, Vietnam’s policy goal
is to achieve parity with the five continental powers, the policy environment is a
more favorable international environment than ever before, and the policy measures
are to adopt a “mixed approach” to cope with it. Against the backdrop of major
changes, Vietnam will maintain a non-selective stance and maintain a dynamic
balance between China and the United States, while actively promoting “multilateral
and diversified” diplomacy. Economic diplomacy will become the top priority of
Vietnam’s diplomacy in view of the country’s development goals, and Vietnam’s
further integration into the international community will not change.
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