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Re-Transformation of Russia’s Arctic Policy
in the New Environment: Goals, Paths and
Challenges

XU Bo and CHEN Liying

Abstract The spillover effects of the outbreak of Ukraine crisis in February
2022 have had a huge impact on the Arctic region and Arctic affairs. In response to
the new challenges, Russia is “retransforming” its Arctic policy. The ultimate goal
of this retransformation is to create a Russian-led “Global Arctic”. This paper argues
that the goals and paths of Russia’s Arctic policy retransformation will involve
Russia’s Arctic security, Arctic socioeconomic development, and Arctic diplomacy
and cooperation. At the same time, Russia’s domestic conditions and the sanctions
and constraints of the U.S. and western countries will also make the retransformation
face many challenges. An in-depth study of Russia’s Arctic policy will also help
China deepen its understanding of the future trend of the Arctic, strengthen its Arctic
cooperation with Russia, and then participate in Arctic governance and Arctic affairs.
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