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U.S. Key Decision-Makers’ Perception of and
Response to the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

SONG Ao

Abstract Regarding the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), as a non-member state, U.S. key decision-makers’ perceptions and policy
orientations have shown significant divergences. In terms of perceptions, we can
generally divide U.S. key decision-makers into three major groups: those who
belittling and de-emphasizing the significance of the RCEP; those who feel seriously
threatened and appeal to confrontation; and those who welcome and support the
progress of RCEP. For responses, four possible policy orientations are proposed:
Firstly, Fusing into RCEP: join RCEP and lead its future “upgrading”. Secondly,
Hedging: sign bilateral free trade agreements. Thirdly, Balancing: set up obstacles
to the RCEP negotiation and implementation. Fourthly, Rejoining TPP/CPTPP.
Whether the Biden Administration will put any of these four policy options into
practice, will be influenced or hampered by multiple factors. Considering that the
United States still possesses a huge strategic influence on regional countries, the
Biden Administration’s perception of and policy response to RCEP deserves further
attention.
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