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The Communist Party of China’s Neighborhood
Outreach amid the COVID-19 Pandemic

WEN Yao

Abstract This article seeks to examine the Communist Party of China’s
interactions with political parties and organizations from China’s neighboring states
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Combing through empirical materials, the CPC’s
international outreach in China’s neighborhood can be seen as having gone through
three stages: “outbreak”, “giving back”, and “new normal”. The CPC’s neighborhood
outreach has evolved with China’s domestic situation. The CPC’s neighborhood
outreach contributes to China’s overall neighborhood diplomacy, and adds to China’s
efforts to nurture positive emotions amongst its neighbors. The CPC’s neighborhood
outreach also helps to project a positive image of itself, and furthers the CPC’s
exchange of governance experiences with political parties in neighboring states.
Some patterns of interactions developed during the pandemic might carry over to
the post-COVID-19 era, while the CPC’s experiences of leading the fight against
COVID-19 might translate into a case study that would remain on the agenda of the
CPC’s foreign interactions.

Keywords COVID-19; Communist Party of China; party-to-party
interactions; China’s neighborhood
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