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Cognition and Co-construction: The International

Community’s Cognition of the Lancang-Mekong

Cooperation Mechanism’s Intention and China’s
Countermeasures

ZHANG Li

Abstract The Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Mechanism (LMCM) is
an upgraded road to “a Community of Shared Future among Lancang-Mekong
Countries”, and the latter is the first attempt to implement the development of a
Community with a Shared Future for Mankind, as being put forward at the 19th CPC
National Congress. Whether the LMCM can continue to maintain the speed and
efficiency and successfully be upgraded to “a Community of Shared Future among
Lancang-Mekong Countries” requires not only the support from the member states in
the region, but also the recognition of countries outside the region. This article first
discusses the research sample source, quantity, language, time, region, and group of
the international community’s cognition of the LMCM. On this basis, it focuses on
analyzing the content of the international community’s intentions and perceptions of
the LMCM and found that the international community’s perceptions were generally
positive. They believed that the LMCM could help stimulate regional development
potential, enhance effective water management, and promote the effectiveness
of cooperation between different organizations in the region. However, there are
some negative assertions as well, such as “the next South China Sea theory”,
“regional order replacement theory”, and “self-interest theory”, as well as online
criticism activities specifically targeting the LMCM. Next, this paper discusses the
comprehensive roots and potential impacts of negative cognition, and suggests that
China should start from two major aspects in the future. First, we must take the
initiative and strengthen the self-improvement, and comprehensively promote the

mechanism itself to “make a solid foundation for positive cognition”. Meanwhile, it
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is also necessary to design some countermeasures to “break the negative cognition”
so as to ensure the comprehensive development of the LMCM in the growing
period and finally form “a Community of Shared Future among Lancang-Mekong
Countries” through consultation, joint construction, sharing and win-win.

Keywords international social cognition; Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
Mechanism; a Community of Shared Future among Lancang-Mekong countries;
appeal; China’s countermeasures
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