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A Review on China’s Diplomacy with the
Region of South Pacific in the Past 70 Years

FEI Sheng

Abstract Although diplomacy with the South Pacific is a relatively weak link
in China’s neighboring diplomacy, the status of this region has been continuously
uplifted in China’s considerations of overall diplomacy work ever since the
groundbreaking establishment of China’s diplomatic relations in this region in 1972.
Particularly, tremendous progress has been made in both the depth and the scope of
China’s diplomacy with this region, and a high level of institutionalization has been
achieved in this field, ever since the 18th national congress of CCP. The historical
change of this diplomacy is an outcome resulting from the convergence of a series
of factors, including: the evolution of international and regional situations, the
foreign policy adjustments of major South Pacific countries, and the more active
involvements of China since its all-round rise. Based on bilateral and multilateral
economic and trade cooperation, China’s diplomacy with South Pacific countries
is focused on uplifting its strategic cooperative partnerships with Australia and
New Zealand, and highlighted by a strengthening of its all-directional cooperation
and exchanges with island countries of this region. In this way, China is achieving
its objective of maintaining long-term stability on the situations of this region and
establishing new pivoting points in the fronts of China’s diplomacy. This region will
become a new arena to test the effectiveness of China’s diplomacy in future.
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