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Research on China-Philippine Joint Development
in the South China Sea from the Perspective
of Philippine Foreign Policy Decision-Making
Model

DONG Yi

Abstract Reviewing the history, the joint development of the South China
Sea between China and the Philippines filled with twists and turns. Historically,
China has maintained a consistent and continuous diplomatic position on the joint
development in the SCS, adhering to the principle “set aside dispute and pursue
joint development”. Meanwhile, the Philippines’ policies on China-Philippine joint
development in the SCS have been different during different presidential terms,
which could be divided into three stages: attempt (2001-2010, Arroyo’s presidency),
stagnation (2010-2016, Aquino III’s presidency) and restart (2016-present, Duterte’s
presidency). To study the reasons why the Philippines has repeatedly swayed its
position, this paper establishes an analytical framework of the Presidential Foreign
Policy Decision-Making Model, in which the president is the main decision-
maker, and domestic political mechanisms, political family and interest groups
(military groups and energy interest groups) are the three main factors that affect
the president’s decision. Based on the analysis factors provided by the foreign
policy decision-making model, this paper makes a detailed analysis of the three
presidents’ decision-making process on China-Philippine joint development in the
SCS, exploring why different presidents made different policies. This paper holds
that foreign policymaking in the Philippines is highly personalized and informal.
In the case where the president enjoys a high degree of political legitimacy, other
factors have fewer restrictions on the president’s foreign policymaking. This paper
also makes a predictive analysis, arguing that during Duterte’s tenure, the progress

of China-Philippine joint development in the SCS will maintain the current good
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momentum.
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