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Indonesia’s Maritime Strategy and Maritime
Economy

XUE Song

Abstract As the largest archipelagic country in the world, Indonesia enjoys
abundant marine resources and great development potential. Indonesia guards the
Strait of Malacca, and there are three busy international shipping lanes cross its
territorial waters. Therefore, the ocean is the lifeblood of Indonesia’s security and
prosperity, while Indonesia’s maritime security also has a direct impact on global
trade and the flow of global strategic goods. In 2014, Indonesian President Joko
Widodo proposed the Global Maritime Fulcrum. In 2017, after three years’ practice,
Indonesia promulgated its first comprehensive maritime strategy and short-term
action plan in history, which focused on the inter-island connectivity and aimed
at the sustainable development of the Marine economy. The strategy provides
institutional stability for the Global Maritime Fulcrum, but at the same time, it has
shortcomings like unclear goals on national defense and maritime diplomacy, weak
leadership of core lead agency, and the lack of new projects. This paper introduces
three important development plans of Indonesia’s marine strategy, including marine
highway program, marine tourism, exclusive economic zone. Besides, China’s BRI
is similar to Indonesia’s Global Maritime Fulcrum in strategic direction. Therefore,
based on consensus and the principle of reciprocity, this paper points out the
direction of future cooperation on promoting industrial parks to exclusive economic
zone or free trade areas and the interconnected development of ports.

Keywords maritime strategy; marine economy; Global Maritime Fulcrum;
the Belt and Road Initiative; 21st Century Maritime Silk Road

Author Xue Song, assistant researcher of School of International Studies of

Fudan University.

_41 -



