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Indonesia-South Pacific Island Countries’ Trans-
Regional Cooperation and the New Approach to
the Construction of Southern Route of the 21st
Century Maritime Silk Road

SONG Lingyu and SONG Xiuju

Abstract The increasingly mature trans-regional cooperation between
Indonesia and South Pacific Island Countries has enlightening significance for
constructing the southern route of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. On the one
hand, trans-regionalism spawned by geopolitical, historical, and cultural factors is
the foundation of trans-regional cooperation between Indonesia and South Pacific
Island Countries. In terms of politics, economy, and security, the close connection
and mutual influence also provide the impetus for such cooperation. On the other
hand, the trans-regional cooperation between Indonesia and South Pacific Island
Countries relies on diversiform platforms and mechanisms. It is flexible and well-
targeted, but also have limitations. Therefore, the construction of the southern route
of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road should adjust the existing international
cooperation models and seek new paths for trans-regional cooperation.

Keywords Indonesia; south Pacific island countries; 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road; trans-regional cooperation
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