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Warhurst and Andrew Parkin eds., The Machine: Labor Confronts the Future (Sydney: Allen and Unwin,
2000), pp.24-25.
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Changes and Non-Changes in Australia’s
Perception Involving China since the Global
Financial Crisis in 2008

SUN Xihui and LIU Yutong

Abstract In the context of China’s rapid economic development, relations
between China and Australia have become increasingly close, and the bilateral
relations have developed rapidly. However, in recent years, due to the changes of
Australia’s China policy, China-Australia relations have obviously deteriorated.
To know better Australia’s China policy, we need to understand its perception
involving China, which relates to Australia’s national interests concerns based on
the international system and national strength, as well as its domestic political,
economic and social factors. Therefore, it is helpful to better understand the logic
of Australia’s China policy changes by combining international system factors with
domestic factors to explore Australia’s perception involving China since the global
financial crisis in 2008. On the whole, in terms of China-related issues, Australia’s
perception of attaching importance to regional international order, Australia-US
alliance and China-Australia economic relations remain unchanged, while Australian
official perception of security and sources of threats, some important foreign policies
of China, as well as the public perception of China-Australia relations have changed
to various degrees.
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