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Does Power Growth Discourage Interests
Infringements? An Analysis of the Anomalous
Behaviors of Some of China’s Neighboring
Countries

Han Aiyong

Abstract While China’s power has continued to grow, behaviors that harm China’s
interests by some neighboring countries appear frequently, which is an anomaly.
Although reductionism, structuralism, and process-based analysis offer logical
explanations for these anomalous behaviors from single perspectives, they are
not enough to fully explain the root cause. The increasingly complicated situation
of China’s neighborhood means that the factors determining the behaviors of
the states are also diverse, which is why a single theory cannot offer a sufficient
explanation. Based on the causal role of multiple factors, this article modifies the
research agenda of analytical eclecticism from comprehensive research paradigm
to comprehensive research level, thereby providing a comprehensive interpretation
of the root cause. The study finds that reasons for the anomalous behaviors are as
follows: the neighborhood order and China’s relations with neighbors are in a
transition period, which constitutes the background of the anomalous behaviors
of some neighboring countries; the historical frictions and conflicts of interests
between China and some neighboring countries provide an objective basis for the
emergence of anomalous behaviors in neighboring countries; the change of China’s
diplomatic behaviors has further reduced the space for some neighboring countries
to demand more concessions from China. In response to provocative behaviors from
some neighboring countries, it is necessary to change two mindsets, establish new
perspectives and new ideas regarding the neighborhood, and adopt a differentiated
approach to neighborhood foreign policies.

Keywords China’s  neighborhood  diplomacy;  neighboring  countries;
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