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An Analysis of the Development of Myanmar’s
Neutral Diplomacy under the Framework of
“SHI”

CAO Wenshan

Abstract  “Shi” (#V), a classical concept in Chinese Philosophy, can be described
as “a relative state in which things change after they have developed to a certain
stage.” “Xingshi” (JE#Y) and “Qushi”(ja#") are the two sides of it. Xingshi, as a
horizontal dimension, is the state of power contrast, while Qushi, as a vertical
dimension, is the direction of development determined by the changing state of
power contrast. Xingshi or Qushi can not only be used independently in analyzing
international politics, but also be used together to provide multi-dimensional,
spatial-temporal analyses. In analyzing the development of Myanmar’s neutral
diplomacy, Xingshi can be seen as the precondition, while Qushi is the basic
driving force behind changes. Due to the joint effects of Xingshi and Qushi,
neutral diplomacy has been resorted to by every government of Myanmar since its
independence, while exhibiting various features in different periods. As a result,
Myanmar’s neutral diplomacy is marked by “diversification”.
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