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Malaysia-Brunei Maritime Disputes
Settlement and Its Implications

QI Huaigao

Abstract Malaysia and Brunei delimited their maritime boundary by taking
the form of an exchange of letters (EOL) in March 2009. The EOL covered four
issues: first, the delimitation of the territorial seas, the continental shelf and the
Exclusive Economic Zone between Malaysia and Brunei; second, the establishment
of Commercial Arrangement Area (CAA) in oil and gas; third, the final demarcation
of the land boundary between the two countries; and fourth, unsuspendable rights
of maritime access for nationals and residents of Malaysia across Brunei’s maritime
zones en route to and from their destination in Sarawak, with Malaysia guaranteeing
that Brunei’s laws and regulations are observed. Three characteristics can be
observed in the maritime disputes settlement between the two countries: the two
countries have exercised self-restraint in the disputed area until a solution can be
found; the two countries have adopted a low-profile on signing the EOL; and the
two countries have practiced interest exchange by “exchanging Limbang for oil/
gas”. Chinese academia should pay serious attention to Malaysia-Brunei maritime
disputes settlement. China and the two countries can put the South China Sea
disputes aside temporarily and advance practical maritime cooperation.

Keywords Malaysia; Brunei; South China Sea; exchange of letters (EOL);
Commercial Arrangement Area (CAA)
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